Finally, another Bimmer for the speedy set
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BMW 533i

There are a fanatical few
who insist that the 2002
was the only BMW ever
built, and the lunatic fringe
of that cabal refuses to rec-
: ognize anything but the ¢/,
That technical aberration was the first time
BMW offered the U.S. two models in a sin-
gle car line. But unhappily for everyone,
the i lasted only three years before fedregs
expunged it from the roster.

The Bavarian car builders retired the hot
motor and concentrated on the upscale
market and developed the S-series sedan.
You know the rest. The company assem-
bled cars unsurpassed in technology, con-
struction, and value. They were superb
handlers but had only average power. Af-
ter the Second Fuel Embargo, the 3-liter
six was reduced to 2.8 for matters of simple
physics: Reduce car weight and engine dis-
placement and you get better gas mileage.
But the move was viewed as a performance
back-pedal. Where would it end?

Certainly not with the 528¢. The Faith-
ful’s carotid was all but severed by the ¢'s
introduction, and a gritty, black pall set-
tled over their land. Meanwhile, the com-
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pany merrily increased 528 production
three times last year, and the idea of using
limited power where it could best be used
seemed graven in stone. But the Faithful
held their breath. Turned blue and nearly
passed out.

Then one brave morning last fall, they
were delivered.

For the first time in 10 years, BMW has
two models within a single car line. The rii
is back in spades and it’s called the 533i. It
is exclusive in terms of market segment,
equipment, and price, and it has no rival in
the United States. Everything good about
the 528e is better in the 533i, and under the
hood is something you can really stick
your foot into. This car repolishes the
BMW tradition.

The 533i has the best parts of all the oth-
er 6-cylinder cars. It is loaded with active
electronics—hands-on stuff triggered by the
driver. The most expanded of these is the
10-Function On Board Computer, which
used to be peculiar to the 733.

The OBC provides the driver with infor-
mation he would otherwise have to calcu-
late, were he to think of it at all. Among
its salient features are momentary fuel con-
sumption; average fuel consumption (and
if this figure seems too low, the operator
can punch in an economy goal; when mile-
age drops below that expectation, an audi-
ble signal indicates s0); a program that re-
veals “distance™ left in the tank (predis-
posed to vehicle speed and average fuel
mileage); another reads ambient outside
temperature, and gives warning when it
falls below 37°; another function that acti-
vates the Bimmer's block heater and still
another to apprise of a future fuel stop or
off-ramp; there's also a built-in theft alarm
(enter any three digits) that will activate af-
ter three unsuccessful tries at starting,

While the OBC seems to need a flurry of
handwork for impetus, most functions can
be set before the transmission is poked into
low gear, and once on the move, the driver
only diverts his attention for a second or
two to call up whatever he needs. At first,
the idea bites tradition hard, but in a day’s
time you will find yourself at the keyboard
more often than the stereo, if only to find
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The heady reek of leather wafts from every corner; the interio

out what the temperature is.

So with componentry like this could one
expect a car that was no less than fully op-
tioned? One could. The heady reek of
leather wafts from every corner; seats, shift
boot, steering wheel, and gearstick are cov-
ered with the stuff. Every 533 has climate
control and sports electric windows, cen-
tral locking system, sunroof, and mirrors.
In all respects, the 533’s interior parallels
the milder e-car’s, and quality and ma-
terials continue to be of the highest order.

Last year, the revamped 5-series had the
733’s double-pivot front suspension tucked
under it, and while the domestic 5281 was
fitted with the performance 13°-pivot-axis
rear suspension, the export variant made
do with the standard 20° version. The
semi-trailing arms suspend each rear wheel
independently on an arm that pivots
around an angled horizontal axis; in the
Trac Link system, as it is called, this pivot
axis was changed from 20 to 13° and then
a small extra link was added to the trailing
arm’s pivot points, one above the other and
no more than an inch apart. The Trac Link
is compact (the fingers of one hand can
close around it) and has special rubber
bushings capable of being both torsionally

stiff and compliant as the demands of the
chassis dictate.

In effect, the Trac Link tightens the sus-
pension when it should be tightened and
loosens when compliance is most needed.
Compared to the old, there is less camber
and toe-in change and the wheel remains
vertical (thus putting more tire on the
pavement) more of the time during hard
cornering. Ultimately, it directs deliberate
roll understeer, which, in the case of a fast
corner, actually means more controllable
oversteer characteristics. The Trac Link al-
so provides increased anti-squat during
hard acceleration and serves to lower the
Bimmer's roll center a slight amount.

On dry roads at sane speed, this system
ups the panache of the already sure-footed
suspension, and goes about its business
with complete anonymity. It is also capable
of 0.80 g of lateral acceleration. When
you're really wingin’ it and you have to go
for the brakes or crank back the throttle,
the Trac Link lets the tail hang out the
same as the “old™ suspension, but does so
at higher levels. In all, the car feels ex-
tremely well balanced. Once set up in the
turn, it will handle steering, braking, and
throttle input in a very linear manner. No
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small part of this is a function of the 200/
60VR390 TRX road shoes. At the limit
they get light, but breakaway is predictable
and non-violent. The guy on the street will
most benefit from this new suspension dur-
ing a surprise slalom conducted at high
speed. The hard driver will feel a much
smaller and lighter vehicle in the 533i.
The 533i has plenty of power to make
things happen, for it has the same 3.2-liter
six that whirrs beneath the hood of its sis-
ters. That engine adds 50 or so pounds to
the front weight bias (compared to the
528e), but the car feels no heavier than it
did last year. The always healthy, ever-
willing powerplant can blast the 3125-1b se-
dan to sub-8-sec 0-60s and produce 16.25-
sec 83-mph quarter-mile pops, which
makes for equality in company as diverse
as the 944, 5.0-liter Mustang, 280ZX Tur-
bo, and the Quattro. By comparison, the
528e is nearly 2.5 sec slower to 60 and
shuffles down the dragstrip in 17.5 sec.
Viewed subjectively, the 533i is fast.
And quick. And extremely stable at 125. A
long stretch of deserted highway (closed
for construction) provided space, though
not quite enough to exhaust the 140-mph
speedometer. At the speed, the air roils and
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covered with the stuff

ROAD TEST DATA

clatters about the A-pillars and the engine
drills the car with tingling harmonics. But
mostly you just feel the car cutting through
its land-bound galaxy, ripping a hole in the
air. The steering gets a little light over 120
but the suspension still sucks up to the
pavement. Inside, the atmosphere is almost
serene at this speed, almost dreamlike in
the 533’s solid composure. How fast are
you going? Only the speedometer knows
for certain. The factory says this car will
run 134, and they're probably right. When
we shut down, the engine was still on an
upward, turbine-like toot.

The 533i is available with an automatic
transmission. It diminishes twist and turn
flexibility, but stabbing and steering has
never before been this much fun in a
BMW. The slushbox is obviously not as
much fun as the stickshift, but it should
not be averlooked. The engine’s connection
with the fluid drive is positive and the pow-
er winds cord-like through the middle of
the car. When given its head, the transmis-
sion ticks off solid, snappy shifts all the
way through and will hold passing gear un-
til the engine sees 5800 rpm. Maximum
torque is made at 4000 rpm but can be felt
as early as 1500, so the car's no slouch at
lower levels of operation. Parasitic loss ap-
pears minimal; we recorded an average of
20.2 mpg with the automatic, 22.7 for the
S-speed.

When talking about going, we must
think about stopping. The usual distance
was 140 ft from 60; without histrionics,
without fade, the 11-in. disc brakes (vented
in front) brought the 533i to a halt.

The 533's formidable power—seasoned
with a slew of electronics and peppered
with the options of the day—undoubtedly
makes it BMW's best buy. Some will see a
shark on wheels. The blocky TRXs and re-
designed alloys give it a sullen, remorseless
air and make it a clawing aggressor—in for-
mal dress. No, the 533i is no pocket rocket.
But it is the most complete BMW in the
last 10 years.

GENERAL

Vehicle mfr. ...

Vehicle importer

Body type ........
Drive system
Base price ...

Major options on test car .

Price as tested .

ENGINE

‘83 BMW 533i

.. Bayerische Motoren Front .
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Displacement ...

Bore & stroke ...
Compression ratio ..

Induction system

Valvetrain .
Crankshaft

Max. engine speed ... .

Max. power (SAE net)
Max. torque (SAE net) i
Emission control .................

Recommended fue!l ... ..

DRIVETRAIN

Transmission ..

Transmission ratms (15:]

(2nd) ...
(3rd) ...
(4th} ...

(5th) ...

Axle ratio . i
Final drive ratm

CAPACITIES
Crankcase ...

Fuel tank .
Luggage ......

.. BMW of North America, L =

% SPECIFICATIONS

SUSPENSION

Werke AG, Munich,
Federal Republic of
Germany

Montvale, N.J.

.. 4-pass., 4-door sedan

Front engine, rear drive

“ ﬁi‘;';” STEERING
... $29,450 Type .

Ratio ..

Turns, lock-to tock

Turning circle,
curb-lo-curb e

Inling 6, liquid cooled,
aluminum alloy block and

head
. 196 cu in. (3210 cc) EORH'?KES L
. 3.50 x 3.39.in.
.-8.811
BoschrL-Jetronic Rear..
electronic fuel injection
- OHC WHEELS AND TIRES
Forged steel, 7 main Wheel size ..
bearings Wheel type
8000 rom Tire size ...

- 181 hp @ 6000 rpm Tire mfr. & model . ;
. ;95 Ib-ft % 4000 rpm Tire construction ...
-way calalys!, oxygen
sensor OO D IMENSIONS
91 octane unleaded Curb weight ... S
Weight dlstrsbuhon
(%), F/R

.. Independent,

MacPherson struts, coil
springs, hydraulic shocks,
anti-roll bar

. Independent, semi-trailing

arms, coil springs,
hydraulic shocks, anti-roll
bar

.- Recirculating ball, power

assist

e 1LY
3.5

3281t

. 11.2-in. internally

ventilated discs, power
assist

.. 11.2-in. discs

. 380 x 165 mm
Cast alloy
200/60VR3%0

.. Michelin TRX
. Steel-belted radial

. 3125 b

Wheelhase , 103.3 in
... 5-sp, man. QOverall length . 189.0in
... 3821 QOverall width .. . 66.9 in.
2201 Overall height . 55.7 in.
1.39:1 Track, F/R .. 56.3/57.9 in
1.00:1 Mini. ground 5.0 in,
. 0.81:1
" 3o CALCULATED DATA
; : Power-to-weight ratio ... 10.8 Ib/hp
Topspeed ... 125 mph
SKIDPAD
5l Lateral acceleration .. . 080g
166 gal FUEL ECONOMY (mpg)
226 cu ft Test average ...

% TEST RESULTS

MPH
0.70
0-60
ACCELEHATION
0-30 mph .. e 273 SEC
o 0-40 mph ... 4.36 sec
0-50 mph ... 5.83 sec
0-60 mph ... 7.81 sec
0-40 0-70 mph ... 10.91 sec
0-80 mph .. 16.28 sec
Standing quarier mile . ... 16.26/83.2 mph
Passing times (40-60 mph) 2.55 sec
0-30 {50-70 mph) .. 5.00 sec
SECS.0 5 10 15 20 25 30
SPEEDOMETER BRAKING
Indicated 30 40 50 60 30-0 mph .. 37 ft
Actual mph 30 ag 49 59 60-0 mph .. v 140 18
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