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. ome of the best cars we've ever driven
have been created by shoehoming an
unnecessarily large engine into a car that it

- wasn't intended for. Hartge, Alpina and

* Schnitzer have all produced some crackers
through the years. But individual conversions have
also done the business and it has allowed any
number of enthusiasts the chance to'create their
very own dream combination.

Gary Francis is a self-confessed BMW nut. He's
owned loads over the years, from E21s to E30
racers, and has a particular soft spot for the E28. His
previous toy was an immaculate black 535i. And he
freely admits they are toys, now. His job in the TV
and film industry demands intergalactic mileages, so
he uses a diesel-engined Golf as a frugal means of
coping with the daily grind.

But when it comes to enjoyment, there's no
substitute for the blue and white propeller. And as a
keen amateur mechanic with a history of modifying
his cars, there was absolutely no way this one was
going to be left alone for very long.

Starting life as an ordinary M535i, 1986 model, it
was bought in standard tune by Gary in 1989. In
fact, it was so nice, Gary even managed to keep it
standard for a few months. But his history of tinkering
led Gary to plan for bigger and better things.

The biggest and best of these being the 3.8litre
E34 M5 engine that had been utilised in an M6
racer from the Kumho Challenge series. The engine
swap was carried out (with Gary’s help) by Mark
McLennon at MIFA Engineering. The transmission
was switched from an overdrive to a dog-leg
gearbox with an uprated clutch that | later confirm is
pretty heavy duty.

The crankshaft damper went when the car was
being used on track and Gary used the problem as
an opportunity for a proper reworking. He bought a
new block and pistons and got the head gas-flowed.
He then managed to source a set of wild Schrick
cams from the specialist classifieds.

He'd assumed they were standard M car fodder
but when he fitted them the lobes were so tall they
wouldn't rotate in the carriers. And when he called
Schrick with the serial number to try and get the
timing details, the company seemed very cagey.
Gary suspects they were development cams that
had somehow got on to the market.

Anyway, he had them machined to fit but admits
that the fuelling is the one area of the car that still
needs some work and hopes to get it to a
specialist rolling road in the near future to see what
can be done.

M5 lump came from a Kuhmo racer and is good for
350bhp; E28 looks tough with Alpina goodies




all the time, 1 i:ke a car that sounc
when you're giving it some, but
when you're not. And I've often

sect:on to an E28 M5 back bo‘-:
“with the result
He has also fitted & freer-ﬂov\nng_
Cotton air filter, a lightened flywheel and

replaced the viscous fan with an electric item,

A 745 oil cooler helps cope with the extra
thermal stresses this engine generates. The
final result on the dyno'is an impressive

: =
The chassis has been treated 10 Bilstein shock
all round along with a lowering spring kit for a 62
which is slightly stiffer than the E28 version,




once you get used toit i
Alpina intimidating to drive fast. The compact dimensions

~_ENGINE: In-line six cyiinder, Schrick cams, lightened

' flywheel, ported and polished head ;
'CAPACITY 3.8-litres
OWER: 355bhp -







